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I have  the  honour  to  present  my  ninth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary"  Circumstances  of  the  Llangollen 
Urban  District  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December  1959,  together 
with  the  information  supplied  by  .he  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  population  of  our  Town  has  according  to  the 
estimates  of  the  Registrar  General  shown  a gradual  fall  during 
the  last  3 years.  However  the  Census  will  be  taken  in  1961 
when  an  exact  enumeration  of  the  population  will  be  made  and 
we  shall  know  exactly  how  we  stand  in  this  respect. 

Hot  a single  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified 
during  the  year,  which  seems  almost  too  good  to  be  true. 

During  the  Year  B,C*G0  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 
was  extended  by  the  Ministry  to  include  children  from  13  to  16 
years  of  age,  consequently  the  County  Council  have  made 
arrangements  for  those  children  who  want  this  protection  to  be 
vaccinated. 

There  were  45  births  during  the  year,  giving  a birth  rate 
of  14.76  which  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  at  16,5. 

There  were  40  deaths  during  the  year  which  was  2 less 
than  in  1953.  The  death  rate  was  11.18  which  was  slightly  less 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  at  11,6. 

It  was  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  were  no  infant 
deaths  or  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  housing  position  remained  unchanged  during  the  year, 
although  a start  was  made  to  build  20  new  houses.  Until  these 
are  completed  very  little  can  be  dene  to  alleviate  bad  housing 
conditions  and  overcrowding  in  the  town.  Blum  clearance  has 
had  to  remain  in  abeyance  until  houses  become  available  to  rehouse 
the  displaced  persons.  However  the  prospects  are  much  brighter 
than  they  were*  now  that  the  Sewerage  Scheme  is  making  progress, 
for  this  has  paved  the  way  for  a renewal  of  our  housing  programm 
Houses  are  urgently  needed  to  meet  the  general  needs  and  also  th 
requirements  of  new  industries  which  are  thriving  in  the  Town. 

I am  very  grateful  for  the  help  and  co-operation  I receive 
from  Mr.  Fawcett,  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Ellis  Roberts,  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council  and  Mr . Knox  for  their  help  in  compiling  this  Report. 

Finally  I would  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their 
kindness  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 


o o> 


o • 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS , 


Area  of  the  District  in  Acres 
Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


• p • 


• »* 


3,107. 
3 , 110 l 
1,093* 


Rateable  Value  of  the  District  as  at 

1st  October  1859  £ 32,073. 

Sum  represented  by  product  of  a Penny  Rate 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  March  I960  £ 127.  5.  11. 

Population. 

The  population  of  the  Town  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  1959  was  3,110  as  compared  to  3,120  in  1958  aid  3,140  in  1957. 
These  figures  continue  to  show  a slight  decrease  annually  in 
population  over  the  past  3 years 8 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS . 


LIVE  BIRTHS . (Comparability  factor  - 1.02) 


Male . Female . Total. 

Legitimate  23  0 21.  44. 

Illegitimate  1.  - 1* 

Totals . 24.  21.  45. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  - CRUDE  14.47 

ADJUSTED  14.76 

Birth  Rata  for  England  & Wales  IS. 5 


The  total  of  45  live  births  shows  an  increase  of  4 over  the 
1958  figure  of  41.  The  figure  was  42  in  1957,  so  that  there  has 
been  a small  increase  over  the  past  3 years. 

No  still  births  were  recorded. 

DEATHS . (Comparability  factor  - 0.87) 

There  was  a total  of  40  deaths  registered  during  the  Year 
as  compared  to  42  in  1958  and  53  in  1957. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  - 12.86  (Crude) 

11.13  (Adjusted) 

The  figure  for  England  & Wales  was  - 11.6 

Causes  of  death: 


The  causes  of  death,  with  numbers, 
following  table  : - 

Malignant  neoplasm  • lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  - breast. 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  angina. 

Other  heart  diseases 

Influenza 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
All  other  accidents 


are  given  in  the 


Male  • 

Female. 

Total • 

2 

mm 

2 

- 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

2 

S 

ID 

4 

1 

5 

- 

5 

5 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

5 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

18 

22 

40 

Totals 


No  infant  deaths  wore  recorded  during  the  year. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  caused  half  of  the 
deaths  with  a total  of  20  and  included  14  women  and  6 men. 

Cancer  caused  10  deaths  and  included  5 men  and  5 women. 

Coronary  thrombosis  was  responsible  for  the  death  of  5 of 
the  heart  cases  including  4 men  and  1 woman,  this  disease  is  on 
the  increase  particularly  among  men  whom  it  usually  attacks 
between  the  ages  of  50  and  60  years.  The  cause  of  this  disease 
is  not  definitely  known  but  it  is  suggested  that  it  is  related 
to  the  ill  effects  of  a fatty  diet,  overstrain  and  excessive  smok- 
ing. 

Most  of  the  40  deaths  in  Llangollen  occurred  at  a ripe  age, 
and  the  number  in  each  age  group  is  given  below  : - 

Male . 


10-20  1 

20-30 

30-40  1 

40  - 50 

50-60  2 

60-70  8 

70-80  4 

80  and  over  2 

From  this  Table  it  is  clear  that  the  expectation  of  life 
for  women  is  greater  than  for  men, 

3,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  infectious  diseases  now  notifiable  by  statute  or 
under  regulations  should  be  notified  to  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  diagnosed,  so  that  the  necessary 
steps  can  be  taken  to  trace  the  source.  This  is  particularly 
important  in  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

No  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  1959. 

There  can  be  3 reasons  for  this  : 

1.  That  no  infectious  diseases  occurred,  which  is  very  unlikely. 

2.  That  parents  may  not  have  called  in  a Doctor  to  such  cases. 

3.  That  the  Doctor  may  have  overlooked  notifying  his  cases, 
although  there  is  a fee  of  2/6d.  for  each  case  notified. 

Although  no  infectious  diseases  were  notified  in  the  Town 
we  had  3 cases  of  food  poisoning  who  had  given  the  address  of 
relatives  at  Cefn  and  had  all  been  on  holiday  in  Blackpool  where 
they  were  taken  ill. 

As  2 of  the  Llangollen  cases  worked  on  food  premises  they 
were  excluded  from  work  until  free  from  infection. 

No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported  for  the  Town 
but  transfer  notifications  were  received  of  2 cases  now  resident 
in  the  Urban  District. 

4.  BMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION . 

The  County  Council  is  reponsible  for  making  provision  for 
this  service. 

Children  can  be  vaccinated  or  immunised  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  or  by  their  own  Doctor. 

Vaccination, 

"“This  gives  protection  against  Smallpox  and  is  usually 
performed  before  the  child  is  3 months  old*  Revaccination  is 
carried  out  at  all  ages,  for  it  is  compulsory  before  one  can  visit 
certain  foreign  countries  but  is  voluntary  in  this  country. 

27  persons  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time,  22  of  these 
being  done  in  their  first  yean. 


Female . 


6 

10 

6 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  and  \fno oping  Cough . 


A combined  injection  is  used  which  gives  protection  against 
both  these  diseases* 

Mothers  are  advised  to  have  their  children  protected  at 
5 months  old.  Three  injections  are  given  at  intervals  of  a month 
so  that  the  course  should  be  completed  by  the  7th  month* 

Booster  doses  are  given  at  3 yearly  intervals. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Llangollen  for 
many  years  as  a result  of  immunisation  and  the  same  result  has 
been  obtained  throughout  the  country. 

16  children  were  immunised  during  1S5S. 

Pol io-Mvel i tis  Vac c ination . 

Protection  against  this  disease  is  now  given  up  to  the  age 
of  25  years  so  that  it  covers  a wider  age  group  than  the  types 
mentioned  above. 

Protection  is  now  offered  from  the  seventh  month  to  25  years. 

Two  injections  are  first  given  at  an  interval  of  a month  and 
a third  booster  injection  is  given  12  months  later. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  done,  in  age  groups, 
during  1959. 
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HEALTH  SERVICE 


There  have  been  a few  changes  in  the  general  provision  for 
Health  Services  since  1948,  and  the  Clinics  available  are  : - 

1*  The  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Welfare  House, 
Llangollen  - Every  14  days  cn  Tuesdays. 

2.  The  Ante-natal  Clinic  at  Llangollen  taken  by  a Consultant 
Cbstretician  at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

3.  The  larger  Hospitals  available  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
are  : - 

(a)  The  Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham. 

(c)  The  'Wrexham  Fever  Hospital. 

(d)  The  'Wrexham  Chest  Clinic. 

(e)  The  Park  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry. 

(. ) The  Trevalyn  Maternity  Hospital  has  been  moved  to  the 
Maternity  Unit  at  Maelor  General  Hospital. 

4.  The  Ambulance  Service  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council,  and  an  Ambulance  is  stationed 
at  Llangollen. 


SANITARY  C I RCUM  S TAN  CEB  OF  TH5  DISTRICT  * 

Sanitary  Inspections , 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  made  during  the  year,  under  the  various  Acts  Orders 
and  Byelaws  within  the  area  : - 


Hous ing  matters  

Dangerous  structures 
Nuisances  «— 

Water  Supply  — 

Disinfestations  and  t 
Drains  sewers, cesspo 
Food  premises 
S 1 augh  te rh  cus  e s 
Milk  and  Dairies 0 
Factories 
Amusement  houses 
Schools 


Marke  ts 
Miscellaneous 


Summary  of  Notices  served , 


Nuisances 
Water  Supply 
Drainage 


first  visit 

36 

Second  visit 

27 

4 

first  visit 

39 

second  visit 

52 

Works 

112 

D s i e c t,  iv  e services 

& wastages 

.s  5 nf  action 

7 

.3  and  nr  ivies 

165 

31 

21 

6 

30 

3 

4 

a 

52 

'rations 

85 

52 

50 

823 

Informal. . 

Formal. 

. defects  7 

18 

— 

5 

— 

26 

4 

47 


Remedied. 

7 

16 

5 

26 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  Water  Undertaking  is  owned  by  the  Council.  There  are 
two  sources  of  supply,  which  the  Council  are  empowered  to  draw  on 

(A)  The  Vivod  stream. 

(B)  River  Dee. 

There  is  no  impounding  reservoir  and  the  Vivod  stream  feeds 
into  the  Works  by  gravity. 

The  supply  from  the  River  Dee  is  only  taken  during  prolonged 
periods  of  dry  weather,  abstracted  at  the  Horseshoe  Falls  and 
pumped  to  the  Works. 

Treatment  of  the  water  at  the  works  consists  of  sedimentation 
rapid  sand  filtration  and  chlorination.  Milk  of  lime  is  added  to 
the  Dee  water  to  correct  Ph.  value. 

The  clear  water  reservoir  is  covered  and  holds  approximately 
3 days  supply  for  the  Town. 

The  results  of  bacteriological  tests  indicate  that  the 
treatment  given  to  the  water  prior  to  its  passing  into  distribution 
is  satisfactory. 

A total  of  12r340,  GOO  gallons  was  abstracted  from  the  River 
Dee  during  the  exceptionally  dry  weather  of  July  August  September 
and  October. 

Bacteriological  tests  of  treated  water  : - 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  - 6 

Number  returned  as  "Highly  satisfactory"  — 6 


Chemical  Analyses  of  Kaw  Water  ; 

(A)  VIVOD  STREAM  (In  parts  per  Million  of 

<!i a cer ) 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution. 

140.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

1.0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

12.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
in  4 hours  at  80°  F. 

0.48 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Album  ino  id  Amm  on  ia , 

0.03 

Lead,  Copper  and  Zinc. 

Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment 

Slight trace 

Temp  or  ary  harclne  s 3 

S5C0 

Permanent  hardnas s 

24  9 0 

pH.  value . 

7.2 

The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory.  This  is  a 

moderately  soft  water.  The  trace  of  sediment  is  harmless. 

(B)  RIVER  DEE  WATER  (In  parts  per  Million 

of  water) 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution. 

60.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.50 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

11.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permangante 
in  4 hours  at  80°  F. 

1.56 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.02 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.10 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc. 

Nil. 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment 

Slight  trace 

Temporary  hardness 

22.0 

Permanent  hardness 

Nil. 

pH  Value 

7.0 

The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory.  There  is  a very 
slight  trace  of  sediment  in  the  sample  - this  is  harmless. 

This  is  §.  sample  of  very  soft  water. 


The  following  Table  indicates  the  amount  of  and  distribution 
of  water  produced  by  the  Undertaking  during  the  Year  : 


Nature  of  consumption. 

Total  consumption  in 
Million  gallons  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  December  1959. 

DOMESTIC. 

46  estimated. 

TRADE 

(Including  Agriculture ) 

13  metered 
17  estimated 

OTHERS 

2 metered  - Bulk  supply 
to  V/r exham  R.D.C. 
Llantvsilio  area. 

“"TOTAL". 

...  . -78  . . 

In  February,  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  examined  the  Council* s proposals 
for  inproving  the  5-Zater  Undertaking.  The  scheme  as  prepared  by 
the  Consulting  Engineers  was  approved  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Council  had  authorised  the  invitation  of  tenders  for 
the  pumping  plant  for  the  Horseshoe  Falls  pumping  Station. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  , 

On  the  21st  May  195S  - the  Contract  was  signed  with 
Messrs.  J*  Gerrard  & Sons  Ltd  of  Sw inton  for  the  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

The  Contract  is  of  two  years  duration  and  progress  reports 
issued  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  have  proved  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CLEANS  BIG. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  the 
majority  of  properties  are  cleaned  weekly,,  the  remainder  monthly. 

Whilst  negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  purchase  of 
further  land  at  We nf f rwd 5 tipping  is  taking  place  at 
Tan-y-graig  Farm,  where  a wet  depression  in  a field  is  being 
levelled. 

HOUSING . 

9 houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the 

year. 


On  the  26th  November  1959  a Contract  was  signed  for  the 
erection  of  20  houses'at  the  Maes  Pengwern  Estate. 

The  allocation  of  these  houses  has  not  yet  been  decided 
but  will  probably  be  allocated  to  General  Housing  needs  and 
industry.  This  will  relieve  the  hardship  cases  and  encourage 
industry  to  expand  in  the  district.  The  site  is  capable  of 
accommodating  a further  34  houses  and  some  of  these  will  be  for 
re-housing  persons  living  in  sub-standard  property. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Sewer  treatments  are  carried  out  twice  yearly  by  a trained 
operator  employed  by  the  Council.  This  Operator  also  deals  with 
infestations  which  are  reported  from  time  to  time  by  the  public. 

No  major  infestations  were  reported  during  the  year. 

MOVEABLE  DV/ELLINGS . 

There  are  eight  licensed  caravans  in  the  district,  six 
on  one  farm  and  two  on  another. 

During  the  summer  months  the  area  is  very  popular  with 
touring  caravans  and  tenters  - over  which  there  is  very  little 
control. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Thirty  one  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to 
premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  human  consumption. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  is  good 
but  to  maintain  this  standard  constant  vigilance  must  be 
maintained,  of  both  food  handlers  and  premises. 

A list  of  voluntarily  surrendered  food  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  following  Table 

Meat  ...  ...  50  lbs. 

Tinned  fruit  ...  72j  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  ...  3 tins. 

Tinned  fish  ...  2 lbs. 

Tinned  meat  ...  22  lbs. 

Tinned  Hen  ...  399  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  48  lbs. 


SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES  . 

With  the  advent  of  the  Si aughfsring Regulations  the 
occupiers  of  the  only  licensed  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  decided  to  close  the  premises  in  June* 

Slaughtering  was  carried  on  for  the  first  half  of  the 
.year  and  the  quality  of  the  meat  produced  was  good,  the  low 
incidence  of  disease  found  over  the  period  con  be  appreciated 
from  the  following  Table  : ~ 


CARCASES  Jm  OFFAL  INSPECTED  ! 

AUR  CO  Nullify  „ WHOLE  OR  IF  PART  * 

1 ( • IJ 

/'Excluding 

'Cows} 

jCOVS  CALVES 

! 

, ....... 

1 SHEEP 

; and 
lambs  . 

PIGS 

Humber  killed 

21 

1 ..  1 

. 

296 

j 

78 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  were  condemned 

6 

mm  mm 

2 

Percentage  of  number  i 

inspected  affected  with  j 27.16# 

disease  other  than  ‘To, Be  1 

*67% 

1 

f 

T.B.  ONLY.  | 

Whole  carcase  condemned  I - 

■ 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

r 

mm  mm 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease . 

f 

i : 

1 \ 

. .1.1. 

! i ! 

Markets* 

Weekly  Auction  Sales  have  been  held  throughout  the  Year* 

In  September  there  were  two  Annual  Sheep  Sales  and  the  Welsh  Half- 
Bred  Sheepbreeders  Association  Annual  Sale,  which  again  had  to  be 
held  outside  the  Town  due  to  the  large  number  of  entries  which  this 
sale  attracted* 

The  attested  suckled  calves  and  beef  type  store  cattle  sale 
was  again  held  in  October  in  the  Market* 

ICE  CREAM . 

Twenty  six  premised  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  for  the  sale  of  prepacked  Ice  Cream  only. 

Periodic  visits  are  made  to  ensure  that  the  premises  and 
apparatus  conform  to  the  Act. 

IvULK  AND  DAIRIES. 


There  is  only  one  licensed  Retail  Dairy  in  the  Town. 
Three  distributors  hold  supplementary  licences  to  retail 
milk  in  the  Town,  and  two  grocery  shops  are  licensed  to  retail 
sterilised  milk. 


I 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health: 


| ~ ""  ' NumbeF  on  ! Number  ; ~ j 

1 Premises. Reg  is  te  r Insp  e c fci o ns  t of  i Prosecution  a, 

j 

j I i 

Id)  Factories  in  which  ’ ' • 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 ani  j 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  2 4 I Nil  j Nil 

the  Local  Authority  . . j ! 


(2)  Factories  NOT  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 
I 7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ! 

i " ■ 

j 

22 

5 

j 

; 

; 

44 

3 

i 

I 

1 

Nil 

i 

i ( 

l 

i 

i 

i 

i 

t 

, j 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 

\ 

l 

! 

! 

i 

* 

1 

I 

1 *-  1 

1 

i 

j the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
j premises) 

2 1 
i 
? 
} 
i 

2 

Nil 

L_ 

Nil 

i 

f 

f 

i 

i 

! 

i 

1 

j TOTALS . S 
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Yours  obediently, 


(SIGNED)  T.  K.  HUGHES. 


Medical  Officer 
of 

Health. 

AUGUST  1960. 
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